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PREFATORY NOTE 


I have very great pleasure in presenting to the 
lovers of India and Indology, the first part of sn^fo’s 
vvith t\vo very important and hitherto un- 
published commentaries, viz., srr?^m3rfa?!T of ą^Trrar 
and of As far as my knowledge of the 

published Catalogues of Manuacripts goes, I have found 
the formor notieed only in the Gataltfgue of the India 
Office Library and the latter, nj»t eve* mentioned in 
any of them. The two comraentaries have nothing 
in common with, and are in many res|>ecta far suporior 
to, the published commentary of sjnrę. The wealth of 
Information about Prakrit Philology which the nif.7T- 
reveals, entitles it to our special consideration. 
I hope this fact at least renders it superfluous to offer 
auy apology for their publication. 

My first interest in the was created by 

reading the description of it as given by Cowell iD the 
Introduction to kis edition of It was greatly 

increaaed by noticing the way it is referred to by 
later writers. These references.though a few in number, 
oannot būt point to the fact that it was once looked 
upon as a very learned and authoritative work on 
Prakrit Grammar. I had been on the look-out and 
actually making a search here and therefor a manuscript 
of this work for the lašt 15 years, būt without any 
sucoess at all. At lašt seeing no other better alternative, 
I thought I rnight have a look at the manuscript 
deposited in the India Office Library, just only to see 
what it was. The fact was that all my enthusiasm for it 
had been already chilled by CoweU’8 description and so 
naturally I could not hold out very high espectations of 



• 

it. I hope it \vill not be o'ut of piace to give here a little 
portion of his description:-“The only MS.of the Prakrit- 
Safijivani which I bave met with, (No. 1508 in the 
East India House Library ) is imperfect at the com- 
mencenient, and is unfortunately very careleasly tran- 
scribed and ia full of errors. Had it been accurate, it 
would have becn of great Service, a9 it seems to be a 
commentary oh Vararuchi’s Sutras \vhich it genorally 
gives in their proper order; būt in some pladeš with 
additions and alterations. The difficulty of deciphcring 
tho MS. has prccluded my making that ūse of it whieh 
I would have othorwise doue.” I requestcd Pandit 
G-opi Nath Kaviraj for obtaining the manuscript on 
loan from tho India Office Library. He, with his usual 
kindness, complied \vith my rcquest Our sincere 
thanks aro duc to the authorities of the India Office 
Library for tho favour of sending the manuscript as 
promptly as thoy could. 

Būt boforo it was actually to hand, I had here the 
good fortuno of coming across two other manuscripts. . 
My esteoined fricnd,Pandit Naravaria S'astri Khiste of 
the Government Sanskrit College Library, favoured 
me with the manuscript of the of 

Being maiuly based upon the ni&ęiu'sitasft, it \vas of 
very great ..help to us. A t that very time, another 
friėud ofmine, Pandit Jagannatha S'iistrl Hoshing, 
discovered in the pall-mall heap of manuscripts in the 
.Sanskrit College Library, the first chapter of them^ęT-. 

It was a unique discovery. It was helpful in 
euabling me, not only to complete the portion whioh 
vras wanting in the manuscript of the India Office 
Library, būt also to got familiar with the script of 
that manuscript.• . , ; 
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The Mauusėript of siT^'reatasft, bclonging to the 
India Office Library, is a rnodel of careless and slipshod 
penmanship. It is incomplete at the commencement 
and written in an extreinely illegiblc script; the scribe 
haa sometimes tried to tęst the imagin&tinn and memory 
of the readers by cither leaviug out or rcpcatiDg letters, 
words, and even scntenccs. It originally bblonged to 
Colebrooke \vho presentcd it to the India Officc 4 Library 
in 1821. For the lašt 10G years it has l>een lying there 
without attracting the notice of any editor towards it. 

In spite ot somo helpful matcrial hcre obtained and 
my cfforts to wade througli all the available Prakrit 
Granmiars, the task of deciphcring the manuscript 
would have been bcyond my powcrs, had not my 
learned colleague, Professor Balade va Upadhyaya, como 
to my hclp. His cxtraordinary kuovledge of script and 
graram&r, coupled with his lianai habit of patieut labour, 
has greatly oontributcd towards any succcss I may 
have been ablo to attain. I remeraber with a fecling 
bf dcep gratefuncss how he willingly forewent the 
pleasure of going lioine and remained liero, toiling over 
the manuseripts day and night in the burning heat of 
summcr. 

I hope I shall be excuscd for maldng thesc personai 
refcrcnces which are rcqnired by the extraordinary 
circumstances. I sliall have occasion, iu the Introduo- 
tion to follow, to sav much about the present toxts and 
their authors. For the present, therefore, I beg leave 
of my kind readers, introdueing iu the meauwhilc 

and to say \vhat they can for themselves. 

I cannot conclude this short uote without remembering 
those whose help has been of great advantage to me. 
The person, who deserves the foremost mention in this 
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connection is Professor Baladei a Upadhyaya, būt as he 
has been always a brother-in-action to rae, he would 
not, I am aure, relish very much any gratitude shown 
to him by me. So leaving Jiim alone, I at once hasten 
to offer my best thanks to Pandit Narayana S'astri 
Khiste who, with his characteristic politeness, allowed 
me, not ouly to utilise the resources available in his 
library, būt also to draw upon his wide erudition. He 
favoured me this time with his own transcript of ftfccttij’s 
Grammar. I cannot forget Pandit Jagannatha S'astri 
Hoshing whose unfailing kind courtesy towardsme has 
often enabled me to tide safoly through many difticultics. 
Lašt and best of all, I may refer to the revered mime of 
the learned editor of this series, būt my gratitude to- 
wards him oan never be sufficiently expressed in words. 


Benares 

Hindu University, 

*wwreui, 

2nd February,1927. 


BATUK NATH SHARMA 
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